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Mrs NO7RF-AKA KI6WLC  

  In April 2019 we were plan-

ning a trip to Minneapolis/St. Paul to 

meet up with relatives. The relatives 

who live near us, and who take care 

of our dog when we are gone, were 

also going. Weôd just lost a beloved 

16-year-old dog the previous Decem-

ber. Our remaining dog was a faith-

ful border collie mix. He was 11 

years old and heôd just been diag-

nosed with Cushingôs disease. 

Google gave him a lifespan of two 

years. (Heôs still plugging along, 

proving Google doesnôt have all the 

answers.) All things considered we 

decided not to fly and to take our old 

guy with us.  

 We thought we wanted to 

get a trailer, RV or camper. In the 

end we decided against any of those 

options. I thought the analysis we 

went through might be helpful and/or 

interesting to others.  

 The obstacles we faced in-

cluded the need for a new vehicle, 

and storage of the trailer, RV or 

camper. But really what convinced 

us not to purchase was some serious 

soul-searching as to how often we 

would travel and use whatever we 

purchased.  

 Storage was the easiest to 

address and was the least influential. 

We live on a dirt road in a pine for-

est. We fight a never-ending battle 

with mice in our cars. Weôve heard 

horror stories about pack rats in vehi-

cles but we have escaped that disas-

ter so far through a combination of 

luck and vigilance. N07RF wanted to 

store any vehicle we purchased in 

our yard so he could keep an eye on 

it and keep it varmint-free. Mrs. 

N07RF did not want an RV or trailer 

in the yard. Impasse.  

 There was no getting around 

the need for us to purchase another 

vehicle. We already have a Forester 

and a Civic (N07RFôs winter and 

summer cars) and an Impreza (Mrs. 

N07RFôs car). None of those vehi-

cles is capable of transporting a 

trailer that has a bathroom (a non-

negotiable condition imposed by 

Mrs. N07RF). Obviously none of 

those can support a camper. That 

meant buying a truck for towing or 

camper placement. That meant an-

other vehicle in the yard or getting 

rid of a vehicle. N07RF was not will-

ing to part with either of his vehicles. 

Mrs. N07RF was not willing to trade 

driving her Impreza for driving a 

truck large enough to tow a trailer. 

Another impasse. 

  Our thoughts turned to an 

RV. But to really be practical we 

would need to tow a car to use when 

the RV was parked. We already have 

a Civic and an Impreza. Perfect, 

right? Not so fast. Both are front-

wheel drive so they canôt be towed 

without a special dolly, which 

N07RF did not want to buy or tow. 

Trading in the Impreza for a rear-

wheel-drive car meant trading in a 

great winter car for another car that 

will become a summer-only car. That 

was just not practical.  

 Faced with the impracticali-

ties, we did some soul-searching. 

How much would we really use an 

RV or trailer or camper? We lived in 

Southern California for most of our 

lives and having an RV option would 

make trips to SoCal both enjoyable 

and practical. We could enjoy travel-

ing through Washington, Oregon and 

California and seeing the sights, and 

then have our own little home when 

we got there. We could take what-

ever dogs we had. We could cook 

our own meals. No nasty public bath-

rooms for Mrs. N07RF. We would 

meet great people and hang out 

around campfires with our new 

friends. It would be wonderful. But 

then there are those other relatives. 

The ones who live in Marthaôs Vine-

yard and Baltimore. There are grand-

kids in those far-flung locations. You 

know the ones. They seem to grow a 

foot since youôve last seen them. 

You try to FaceTime with them but 

they see something on TV or in the 

backyard and off they go. Or they 

wear their Zoom faces that say Mom 

made me do this but Iôd really rather 

be playing with my toys. Seeing 

them on video reminds you of how 

long it has been since you hugged 

them, held them on your lap, read 

them a book.                                               
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 Have you ever been on a long trip and 
wished you had some way to contact and 
chat with fellow hams along the way but 
found the idea of programming in a bunch 
of analog repeaters, switching/scanning 
them as you drive along, and announcing 
your presence on a repeater only to hear 
crickets, less than optimal. Wouldnôt it be 
nice if there were a way for you to learn 
about another station interested in a quick 
chat who is close enough for a simplex 
QSO? Thatôs where APRS ï Voice Alert 
comes in. 
 
As you probably know, may hams set their 
transmitters to send analog APRS data 
out on 144.39 at regular intervals as they 
travel along. If that person wishes to en-
courage someone to contact them they 
can simply encode their data with a 
CTCSS tone of 100.0. This code will not 
prevent the data from being received by 
the APRS system but will allow others to 
filter their receipt of APRS data. 
 
So, if you are looking for someone who 
would like to QSO you simply monitor the 
simplex frequency of 144.39 with a 
ñdecodeò tone of 100.0. Then as you drive 
along you will only  hear APRS packet 
data that is being sent by someone who is  

 
looking for a QSO and who is also within 
simplex range of your station. 
 
Having heard this set of tones, if you wish 
to chat with this station simply key up on 
144.39 and say something like ñ This Is 
WA7123 with a Voice Alert and monitor-
ing on 52ò. Then switch to 146.52 and wait 
for the other station to contact you. 
 
Two ñGood Citizenò rules: 

1. Donôt encode your outgoing analog 
APRS data with the 100.0 tone unless 
you are actively monitoring 144.39 and 
truly interested in a QSO. 
2.  If you heard an encoded transmis-
sion on 144.39 make a brief Voice 
Alert announcement as described 
above but conduct your QSO on a dif-
ferent frequency. 

 
 

APRS VOICE ALERT  

APRS -FI  
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W7HLO Dale  

APRS Voice Alert works because all APRS data in N America is transmitted on 144.39 
and the PL tone of 100.0 has been agreed upon and standardized for this purpose. 
 
BONUS #1 ï If you use the ACB Builder and PNW Digital CSV files to build your code 
plugs you will find that there is already a channel named 4.39 Alert 100.0 already for your 
use. 
 
BONUS #2 ï If you know you are going to be taking a trip and are looking for folks to chat 
with you might consider checking into the RV & Travelers net on a Tuesday night on 
Washington 2 at 7pm. Let everyone know when you are traveling, that you would appreci-
ate some company, and which talk group you will be monitoring. 

 

APRS Voice Alert cont.  

More APRS Fun  

  

  

  

 

With the advent of APRS included in many of 
todayôs handheld and mobile transceivers, 
itôs possible to contact the International 
Space Stationôs Digipeter and have your 
transmitted APRS Packets and messages 
digi-peated to any ground based internet 
linked station called S-Gates. Then you can 

verify your ISS digipeted message was recorded by aprs track-
ing websites.    
Iôve successfully contacted and verified aprs packet messages 
using a Kenwood THD-can work  and a tape measure antenna, 
and depending on the ISSôs pass elevation, a high gain rubber 
duck on a HH can work.   Yes, you will get strange looks from 
fellow campers and lots of questions.   
 

Iôve added some detailed links on ñhow to get startedò.  All in all just some ñoff worldò 
fun.  
  
https://k7kez.com/aprs-settings-for-the-iss-international-space-station/ 
https://www.amsat.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/
AMSAT_Journal_ISS_Packet.pdf 
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Local Treasures with Pia:  

Kettle Falls / Northport  

Reprinted from Avista News.  

 
Northport, Washington ï There is a word for that nagging restless feeling youôve 
had for the last couple of weeks. That urge to do something, to run away and as 
my friend says, blow off the dust. Itôs called COVID fatigue, itôs completely normal 
and also somewhat to be expected after a year of social restrictions. 

So gas up the car, pack your favorite snacks and drinkables, add a stash of 
masks and hand sanitizer, just in case, and you are good to go. 

Earlier this month, I aimed my car north ï toward Northport ï and made a few 
stops along the way. 

 

The Kettle Falls Historical Center holds interesting 
exhibits about the native American heritage that 
shaped this part of the state, as well as stories of 
earlier settlers and fur traders.   

Do stop at Meyers Falls Market (160 E Third Ave-
nue, Kettle Falls) an independent natural food 
store thatôs located in The Old Apple Warehouse, 

built in 1906. The food market is stocked with mainly whole foods and organic 
brands sourced from local producers. Next door is a fun gift and coffee shop fea-
turing Kettle Fallsô own Crandall Coffee Company. 

On your way out of town, check out the site of St. Paulôs Mission and the sharp-
ening stone which has been used by Native Americans for generations. Tribes 
considered the area where the old mission building still stands one of the best 
salmon fishing spots on the Columbia. The mission was built in 1847 by Father 
Peter de Vos and was the baptism site for many Native Americans. 


