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Mrs NO7RFAKA KIGWLC

In April 2019 we were plan-luck and vigilance. NO7RF wanted twas just not practical.
ning a trip to Minneapolis/St. Paul testore any vehicle we purchased in Faced with the impracticali-
meet up with relatives. The relativesour yard so he could keep an eye oties, we did some solearching.
who live near us, and who take carat and keep it varminfree. Mrs. How much would we really use an
of our dog when we are gone, wereNO7RF did not want an RV or trailerRV or trailer or camper? We lived in
al so going. Webo6dintheward. Impasset a b e |Southerd California for most of our
16-yearold dog the previous Decem- There was no getting arountives and having an RV option would
ber. Our remaining dog was a faith-the need for us to purchase anothemake trips to SoCal both enjoyable
ful border collie mix. He was 11 vehicle. We already have a Foresteand practical. We could enjoy travel-
years ol d and hednd jasCi bwiee n( N0 aRpgRhdosigh Washingsm, Oragerdand
nosed with Cus hi sugniescard)iars aralmpeeza (MrsCalifornia and seeing the sights, and
Google gave him a lifespanoftwo NO 7 RF&6s car ) . N othem havefourtovwnditdiechome avtien -
years. (Heds st idebkisqgpablgaoftramsgortiaglao nwg got there. We could take what-
proving Googl e dteiestmbhas albathvoem (a hoh etveh dogs we had. We could cook
answers.) All things considered we negotiable condition imposed by  our own meals. No nasty public bath-
decided not to fly and to take our oldirs. NO7RF). Obviously none of rooms for Mrs. NO7RF. We would
guy with us. those can support a camper. That meet great people and hang out

We thought we wanted to meant buying a truck for towing or around campfires with our new
get a trailer, RV or camper. In the camper placement. That meant an- friends. It would be wonderful. But
end we decided against any of thosether vehicle in the yard or getting then there are those other relatives.
options. | thought the analysis we rid of a vehicle. NO7TRF was notwill-T he ones who | i ve n M
went through might be helpful and/dng to part with either of his vehiclesyard and Baltimore. There are grand-
interesting to others. Mrs. NO7RF was not willing to tradekids in those faflung locations. You

The obstacles we faced in- driving her Impreza for drivinga  know the ones. They seem to grow a
cluded the need for a new vehicle, truck large enough to tow a trailer. f o ot si nce youdve ast
and storage of the trailer, RV or  Another impasse. You try to FaceTime with them but
camper. But really what convinced Our thoughts turned to an they see something on TV or in the
us not to purchase was some seriolRV. But to really be practical we  backyard and off they go. Or they
soulsearching as to how often we would need to tow a car to use whemwear their Zoom faces that say Mom

would travel and use whatever we the RV was parked. We alreadyhavea de me do t hi s b I 6c

purchased. a Civic and an Impreza. Perfect, be playing with my toys. Seeing
Storage was the easiest to right? Not so fast. Both are frant  them on video reminds you of how

address and was the least influentavh e el dr i ve s o t longiyhasbeensince ywehuggedw e

We live on a dirt road in a pine for- without a special dolly, which them, held them on your lap, read

est. We fight a nevegnding battle  NO7RF did not want to buy or tow. them a book.

with mice i n our Tradiagirsthe IMpeza foea reare a r d

horror stories about pack rats in vehitheeldrive car meant trading in a .

cles but we have escaped that disagpreat winter car for another car that Continued on page 10

ter so far through a combination of will become a summeonly car. That
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| 144 goo i & g looking for a QSO and who is also within
£ simplex range of your station.

ERT

s e e s | Having heard this set of tones, if you wish
e el v Y

Sver

to chat with this station simply key up on
144. 39 and say somet
“ WA7123 with a Voice Alert and monitor-
Have you ever been on a long trip and ing on 520. Then swi
wished you had some way to contact and for the other station to contact you.
chat with fellow hams along the way but
found the idea of programminginabunch Two fAGood Citizeno ru
of analog repeaters, switching/scanning 1. Dondt encode your
them as you drive along, and announcing APRS data with the 100.0 tone unless
your presence on a repeater only to hear you are actively monitoring 144.39 and
crickets, |l ess than otpuyinterastedind®@S®Ol dndt it
nice if there were a way for you to learn 2. If you heard an encoded transmis-
about another station interested in a quick sion on 144.39 make a brief Voice
chat who is close enough for a simplex Alert announcement as described
QS0O? That 6s W¥oikce Aert AP R &ove but conduct your QSO on a dif-
comes in. ferent frequency.

As you probably know, may hams set their

transmitters to send analog APRS data

out on 144.39 at regular intervals as they

travel along. If that person wishes to en-

courage someone to contact them they

can simply encode their data with a = i
CTCSS tone of 100.0. This code will not D g g P oo,
prevent the data from being received by . 3| 0 & g

the APRS system but will allow others to %w = G ,“"Sw_u_sfy

filter their receipt of APRS data. %E

s fwww-s
o[RLP 7229 ‘ A, 7_1”“

So, if you are looking for someone who w@ gy R @me
would like to QSO you simply monitor the P - e Bl
simplex frequency of 144.39 with a Y Brrazas P L
idecodeo tone of 100. ¢ - auxs,
along you will only hear APRS packet

S . "APRS -FI
data that is being sent by someone who is
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APRS Voice Alert cont.

APRS Voice Alert works because all APRS data in N America is transmitted on 144.39
and the PL tone of 100.0 has been agreed upon and standardized for this purpose.

BONUS #1171 If you use the ACB Builder and PNW Digital CSV files to build your code

plugs you will find that there is already a channel named 4.39 Alert 100.0 already for your
use.

BONUS #2171 If you know you are going to be taking a trip and are looking for folks to chat
with you might consider checking into the RV & Travelers net on a Tuesday night on
Washington 2 at 7pm. Let everyone know when you are traveling, that you would appreci-
ate some company, and which talk group you will be monitoring.

WT7HLO Dale

More APRS Fun

Packet QSO between WDIEWK & WE4B via ISS, 12 October 2020 @ 1635 UTC

B =y \With the advent of APRS included in many of

[Special] » i} X [In Service] ‘=
WOSEWK - LIVE oy | & e N WE4B LIVE OP Mg
n 145,825 Wiz 0 | LSt L} 62 L
] R 4

Jt odaydés handhel d and
= | possible to cont
—— Space Stationds Digip
Wit Dk in 2 y transmitted APRS Packets and messages

digi-peated to any ground based internet
linked station called S-Gates. Then you can
verify your ISS digipeted message was recorded by aprs track-
ing websites.
|1 3ve successfully contacted a
«~~ using a Kenwood THD-can work and a tape measure antenna,
and depending on the |1 SS06s pas

752 duck on a HH can work. Yes, you will get strange looks from

fellow campers and lots of questions.

=

| 6ve added some detailed |Iinks on Ahow t
fun.

https://k7kez.com/aprs-settings-for-the-iss-international-space-station/

https://www.amsat.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/
AMSAT Journal_ISS_Packet.pdf
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Local Treasures with Pia:
Kettle Falls / Northport

Reprinted from Avista News

Northport, Washingtoni Ther e i s a word for that nag
had for the last couple of weeks. That urge to do something, to run away and as

my friend says, blow off the dust. I t 6s
and also somewhat to be expected after a year of social restrictions.

So gas up the car, pack your favorite snacks and drinkables, add a stash of
masks and hand sanitizer, just in case, and you are good to go.

Earlier this month, | aimed my car north i toward Northport i and made a few
stops along the way.

The Kettle Falls Historical Center holds interesting
exhibits about the native American heritage that
shaped this part of the state, as well as stories of
earlier settlers and fur traders.

Do stop at Meyers Falls Market (160 E Third Ave-

nue, Kettle Falls) an independent natural food

store thatoés | ocated in T
built in 1906. The food market is stocked with mainly whole foods and organic
brands sourced from local producers. Next door is a fun gift and coffee shop fea-
turing Ket tCrapdallFCafled Go@parmyw n

On your way out of town, check out the site of S t . Paul &mlth&shars i on
ening stone which has been used by Native Americans for generations. Tribes
considered the area where the old mission building still stands one of the best

salmon fishing spots on the Columbia. The mission was built in 1847 by Father

Peter de Vos and was the baptism site for many Native Americans.
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